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Arzenisns comprised about 65% cf the student bo the other 4 25X1 |

from neighboring 8SR's , -
[ Iostruction at the College waz given

in both the Russian and Armenian langusges. Tha studentc vere divided

into two language groups vhioh veosived parallel osurses of instruction,
The groups waro about equal in sise sinde 8Ll Armesnictn suudesta vho sould
get along in the Rusaian language vere pisced in the Russian group. It
¥t A onslderable advantage for s student to now Russien hoocause the
vaterinary literature in Armenien was far From adequate for study PUTROGEN.
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Political indoctrination st the Collegs vae very intensive but its major
effect, Wi# 10 bore and irritcts the studente Tather than
to nake Communists of them. The ewrrienlwm sontained two hours a day

of political iretzustion throughout the entire five Jeare. The political
indoctrination program included courses in Politiosl Eeconony, Dervinism,
Marxism, and the Eistory of the Communist Party. The Veterinary Bourd
xaminations, which every graduate had to Pass before certification as &
profeasional veterinarian, contaized a politiosl examination., The gec-
sral attitude of the students toward the pelitioel oouzees wes one of

rosignation to the necessity of having to pars the politicsl sxanination
in ordar to pracstice the profecsion.
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3 Were any =fforts made, cvert or secret, to weed out vossible dissident
elementg?

25X1

the BXVD had none of 1ts personnel st the school, 1
It vas assumed, however, that some of the students and staff gerved the 3
NKVD es secret informants. There was, in addition, the overt Party
group at the school which had Jurisdiction over rolitical matters,
Pressure on the student toward political conformity was created by the
bresence of Party members in the school and by the presumption that one's
best friend could, conceivably, be a secret FKVD informant. PFrom time to
time students were removed from the school for suspected political unor-
thodoxy, Occasionally a student was remcved as a result of the cormis-
sicn by e relative of an actual or alleged political crime, When the
reason for dismissal was political, the student was so informed. Unlea~
the student was guilty of some concrete "counter-revolutionary" act[25X1 25X 1
dismissal
from school was no occasion for arrest. The student was meraly Genied
the privilege of entering the profession which he had chosen and for
which he kad once qualified on all counts. ‘. e !
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Beginning sbout, 1935, the mSR
BuilY laxge uumbars of new elementary, and sscondary scheol buildings in
the towns and citiss. Thesa vers good modern buildings comparable in {
design to all except the most architecturally advanced | |

in the US. Elementary school sducation (saven ysars) was compulsory snd

the parents wers liable to arrest if they faiied, without §ood reason,

to send their child to school. The slementary school surrioulum ves -
astablished by the Boviet Goverament and vas stendard througkout the

UBBR !n cities, towns, villages, and on collective farms. Blenentary

school wes not cnly tuitionefree but books, paper and all other saXcol
supplies wera provided. vy the state. 25X1

{b) Attendance =t secondary cchools was optional but, ic both TiLles wand
Yerevan, attsndance wus 8bout.99% of the mentally and pPhRysically aligibla
childvan, Sescandary school tuitien was fres; although books and sehool
Supplios had to be purchased bY the student., Thero wers WO zinds of
secondary schools, regulsr and industrial, and the course vee four yearas
for nesrly all studeats im botn ypes. Every graduste of s saoondary
80ho0l of either yps wus eJUipNd ©9 sara 8 living in & technics) ov
Semi.professional b, Students ontering the regular high schools aould

. ohoose their course and Sraduate an a madioal assistant, & specialiged
labozatory tecanicisn of some kizd, a building foreman; an elexantery
schoolteasher (this vas caly s thres Year courss) snd #o on. ihess gradu-
&tes, depending upon persomal desires and adbility, could than either begin
work or go on to colleges and univergities for full prefessional training
in their chosen fields, sg doctor, erochite t, resesreh scisntint, second-
&ry school or sollsge tescher,

(o) The industriaml socundaTy schoois were also of four ysara' durstion and
trained their studests ss auto neshanics, meohinists, eloatriotlans, oax-
Pantars aad the liks, The Schools were cperated ir sonjunotion with state
factories, The students workcd in the fadtorids Jaur hours esch day and
attended sohool four hours cesh day. GQradustes of tiiese sokools weTe well
QUELifiod in thair orafts snd vers oligible to go on %o engineering oolleges
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for professioral treining, These schools provided their students witn k
everything, even including clothes, in return for the work performed in i
the factories. Students tended to foliow the special training of their
fathers in selecting their courses in the industrial schools. The syn-
thetic rubber industry in Yerevan meintained two of these industris? ;
secondary schools, one for training chemicel workers and one for train- .
ing mechanicael workers. The Federal Meat Trust in Yerevan TAR & echool :
to train meat inspectors and meat cutters, The eluninum factory also

had an industrial school.

(a) As already stated, elerentary schooling for the children of collective {
ferme was the same in content as that in the cities, although the quality ‘
of faciiities was generally inferior. 25X1L
Large collectives, say of 1500 or more people, usually had separate school- .
houses and a staff of several teechers, Smaller collectives (500 or lees)

frequeatly had only one teacher and used the church as the classroom. i
The seven years of elementary education wae, ag in the towns and c'ities, :
strictly compulsory. About 95% of the graduates received no further formal

education and bacame ordinary farmers. Adout 5% of the farm chlldren

vent on to secondary schools, becoming agricultural techniclans or

specialists in other technical or professional fields. These children

had to move to a edty to receive their speclalized training.

Ninety five percent
of the Armenian farmers who vere taken into the Army could not speak xus-

sian, hed only elementary school educations, and seemed to have profited

little from vhat education they did have. These rural products vers

sent 2lmost en mease into the infantry vhere the use of a rille and a few

otner funda;entsls Would be the omly things they would have to master.

The navy, the air force, and the tank corps received the better-trained {
town and city youth.

Every elementary school required two hours a week of Russien languege

instruction beginning in the second grade. Every high school required

two hours a waek throughout the sntire four yaars, or three years ia the

cage of students preparing to teach iu elementary schools. Most second- 25%X1
ary schhol greduates had lucrnad Russisn feirly well, Rural graduates

of the elementary achools had generally learned little.
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